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Special Libraries in Wisconsin 


In this day of technological expansion, more and more large manu- 
facturing companies are finding great value in having their own research 
libraries. Because these libraries are more specialized, more centered 
around the company’s need, they are called “Special Libraries” and are 
organized in an international organization bearing that name, having 
over 5,000 members in the United States and 20 foreign countries. In this 
group are found institutional, public, and private librarians whose work 
is of a specialized nature. 

These librarians in Wisconsin are banded together in the Milwaukee 
Chapter of Special Libraries Association, having 85 members represent- 
ing 45 individual libraries. Because this is a state-wide group, they are 
at present voting to change the name to the “Wisconsin Chapter.” 

This group will observe its 25th year of activity during 1955. To better 
acquaint the reader of the WLA Bulletin with the work of this group, 
the following brief histories of some of its members have been compiled. 
The state chapter maintains a Union List of Serials, giving the holdings 
of each member library for over-all general use, this list being housed 
in the Milwaukee Public Library. The archives of the group are housed 
at Milwaukee-Downer College. 

Because of the need for closer co-operation between librarians of all 
types, and to further a general exchange of knowledge between the 
various library groups in the State, the Special Libraries will take an 
active part in the Wisconsin Library Association’s convention during 


1955. Jack Batters, Editor 


Milwaukee Chapter Bulletin 


ALLEN-BRADLEY TECHNICAL LIBRARY 


July, 1955, will mark the thirteenth anniversary of the opening of the 
Allen-Bradley Technical Library with a full-time librarian in charge. 
It is a central library servicing every department of the Allen-Bradley 
Company, manufacturers of electrical control apparatus. We are open to 
our employees five days a week from eight until four, and on Saturdays 
from eight until twelve noon. 

A technical library depends primarily upon its bound and unbound 
magazine collections. We are no exception to this rule. More than one 
hundred periodicals are received and circulated regularly to the em- 
ployees of our company. The very backbone of our technical library is 
its collection of American and foreign magazines. We use these con- 
stantly in our literature searches for the engineering, research, and 
technical personnel. 

Perhaps our collection of technical books in this particular field ranks 
among the best in the community. Reservations are made with the librar- 
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ian for the latest editions, almost immediately upon receipt of prepubli- 
cation announcements. Books on mathematics, chemistry, physics, and 
electrical engineering make up the main part of our collection. Electrical 
engineering is our field. Therefore, the books on this subject form the 
greatest group in our library. Also, we have books for the sales engineer, 
secretary, and others to better acquaint them with their particular job 
and to enable them to improve their job performance. 

To the Allen-Bradley librarian, a request is a command because she 
realizes that in the request is a desire on the part of the employee to 
better equip himself for his particular job. Our company has spared 
neither effort nor expense to make the library a comfortable and attrac- 
tive place to read and study. The appreciation of the employees has been 
manifest by the constant use of its facilities. 

We are very willing and ready to co-operate with other libraries. Our 
facilities are at their service as theirs have been graciously given to us 
through interlibrary loan. 

GENEVIEVE Martin, Librarian 


ALLIS-CHALMERS TECHNICAL LIBRARY 


The Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company maintains a technical 
library of more than 10,000 volumes and 200 magazines. It was estab- 
lished in October, 1942, and has grown so that it now includes a research 
library, which is part of the technical library but is housed in the Re- 
search Building. 

The largest holdings are in the engineering field, with chemistry and 
physics running second in interest. However, the library is part of the 
company’s Personnel Service Department under the Industrial Relations 
Division, and, as such, serves all of the company. It is used by shop and 
office personnel. Requests come from Branch Works and District Offices, 
and we, therefore, include books on accounting, business, management, 
public speaking, filing—in short, anything that will aid our employees to 
help themselves to better jobs and better living. There is also a fine col- 
lection of bound periodicals in English and German in the fields men- 
tioned above. 

A central catalog is kept in the library, which shows all the books 
available not only in the library but also those on permanent assignment 
to various departments in the plant. A similar file on magazines also is 
kept. 

The hours for service library are 8:15 to 5:00 P.M. There are two 
librarians on the staff, and we are willing to lend to other libraries, The 
library will shortly be moved to temporary quarters while its present 
site is being remodeled, and our loaning policy may have to be curtailed 
for several months. 

Sytvia NicHotson, Librarian 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 





EMPLOYERS MUTUAL OF WAUSAU LIBRARY 


The Employers Mutual Library, now in its 18th year, serves not only 
management and employees but policyholders as well. A staff of three 
handles the collection of materials needed in the running of an insurance 
firm. The library has approximately 6,000 volumes, receives 170 magazine 
titles each month and 180 other publications. Nine periodicals are re- 
ceived and bound for the collection, while the remainder is clipped after 
using. The vast majority of material consists of vertical file materials. 
The library now has 150 file drawers of pamphlets, clippings, etc. 

The library will interloan to other libraries and has photostatic repro- 
duction facilities as well. A collection of travel literature is also main- 
tained for the use of employees. 

Wia Neu ine, Librarian 


FIRST WISCONSIN NATIONAL BANK LIBRARY 


The First Wisconsin National Bank Library was organized in July, 
1918. It is the clearinghouse for all the bank’s printed material—business 
services, magazines, newspapers, books, and pamphlets. All printed mat- 
ter purchased for the use of the bank and its twelve branches is taken 
care of by the library. Our primary function is service to the bank offi- 
cers and 1,700 employees. To get the right book, newspaper, or clipping 
to the right person at the right time is the guiding principle of the librar- 
ian and three staff members in their effort to furnish information, both 
in answer to inquiries and to anticipated questions. 

Local, as well as some Chicago, Madison, and New York newspapers, 
are scanned or clipped and routed to the interested persons. Files of 
these papers are kept for the current and preceding months. About 150 
magazines are checked, scanned, and routed automatically to the indi- 
viduals or departments requesting them. When they have served their 
purpose, they are returned to the library for filing or disposal. Some are 
kept five years, others for the current year, etc., depending on the need 
for back issues. 

Our collection of about 5,000 books includes a carefully selected group 
of reference books, books on banking, finance, accounting, and general 
business subjects. We also have a file of bank directories from 1899 and 
the Milwaukee City Directory from 1902. Included also are annual reports 
of the Wisconsin State Banking Department, Comptroller of the Cur- 
rency, etc. 

Bound files of the Commercial and Financial Chronicle since 1880 are 
kept in our warehouse. We also have a bound file of the Federal Reserve 
Bulletin from 1915, date of the initial issue, to the present time. 

Our general information files are the largest part of our collection and 
the most frequently utilized. Clippings mounted on old letterheads and 
pamphlets are classified and filed alphabetically in folders. 
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Scrapbooks containing clippings and articles about our bank, its offi- 
cers and employees are maintained. These provide a chronological his- 
tory of the bank. 

Supplementary material is made available to our employees for their 
American Institute of Banking, University Extension, and Graduate 
School of Banking courses. Materials for preparatory study for C.P.A. 
examinations are valuable aids to employees. We also secure books for 
information or pleasure from the Public Library for the use of our people. 

Besides assisting our regular clientele—officers, employees, correspond- 
ent banks, customers, tenants of the building, and students—we gladly 
locate and furnish materials upon request. 

In a more specialized way, everything that is done in a public library 
is done in our library. Our work includes book ordering, cataloging, filing, 
clipping, bibliographies, and reference work, and provides a central de- 
pository for printed materials necessary for use in our organization. 
EVELYN TESSMAN, Librarian 


GLOBE-UNION, INC., LIBRARY 


The Technical Library of Globe-Union is perhaps the newest library 
in the state organization. Started late in 1952, it now has about 2,200 
volumes. More than 300 different magazine titles are received monthly, 
covering the fields of ceramic, chemical, and electronic engineering, and 
managerial methods. 

A collection of pamphlet materials, clippings, and house organs is 
also maintained. The library acts as a clearinghouse for the ordering of 
all printed materials for the main plant and the 20 branch plants. All 
magazines are scanned and routed to the research personnel by subject 
interest, and a great number of them are kept in the permanent periodical 
collection. The library extends interloan privileges to other libraries, and 
has photocopying equipment to help in this work. 

Jack Battes, Librarian 


HARDWARE MUTUALS INSURANCE LIBRARY 


The Hardware Mutuals Library was established in 1930 to serve the 
employees of the Hardware Mutuals Casualty Company and the Hard- 
ware Dealers Mutual Fire Insurance Company. The Home Offices are 
located in Stevens Point, Wisconsin, with branch offices in forty-one of 
the largest cities in the United States. 

The library has most of the books published in the casualty and fire 
insurance field. Only the best books covering the subjects of business 
administration, advertising, sales management, personal improvement, 
and other general business subjects are selected. These two collections, 
insurance and business, number about 2,100 books. 
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The insurance and business books are loaned to any of the 3,400 em- 
ployes located in Stevens Point or in its branches. A catalog listing these 
books is issued every year. 

For the use of the Claims and Legal Departments in the Home Office, 
a collection of 2,500 law and medical books is maintained. 

Two hundred magazines covering insurance and business subjects are 
circulated by means of regular routing lists to employees in the Home 
Office. Each branch subscribes to its own magazines. 

Accident and fire prevention, 16—- and 35-millimeter, films, numbering 
150, are lent to branch offices for showing at safety meetings. 

In addition to the books, magazines, pamphlets, clippings, and films, 
the library maintains the centralized correspondence files for the Home 
Office and complete historical files on all company subjects. These occupy 
350 file drawers. 

Reference questions are answered on all business and insurance sub- 
jects by a staff of five people. Very little actual research is done by the 
library staff since research men are employed by the companies for 
this purpose. 

The Hardware Mutuals Library is always glad to lend insurance mate- 
rial to people outside the companies if the material is not available at 


ublic libraries. . i 
P EMMA TurRNeER, Librarian 


INSTITUTE OF PAPER CHEMISTRY LIBRARY 


The library at the Institute of Paper Chemistry was established when 
the institute was organized in the fall of 1929 and since 1932 has been 
housed in the J. A. Kimberly Memorial, Appleton. 

The collection consists of about 16,000 volumes in the field of pulp and 
paper and related sciences. Currently, the library receives about 300 
American and foreign periodicals from which abstracts are made of all 
articles of interest to the industry. These are then published in the 
monthly Bulletin of the Institute of Paper Chemistry. “Library Notes,” 
as it is also known, is read throughout the world, wherever paper is 
made. A file of the Official Gazette of the U.S. Patent Office, since 1847, 
is also kept here. An attempt is made to obtain all U.S. and Canadian 
patents pertaining to pulp and paper. 

Library materials are not available for loan, but photostatic copies 
are sent out at a low cost to those requesting them. Anyone may consult 
the literature in the library. 

A popular room is the Recreational Library, which contains fiction, 
biography, and books and periodicals of general interest. 

The institute has the world’s largest collection of literature on the 
history of handmade paper. This, however, is a part of the Dard Hunter 
Paper Museum and is not housed in the library. 

KAREN SORENSEN, Librarian 
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MARATHON CORPORATION RESEARCH LIBRARY 


The Central Research Laboratory of Marathon Corporation is housed 
in a modern, three-story building at Rothschild, Wisconsin, almost in 
the shadow of Rib Mountain. Central Research Library’s first service is 
to the approximately 40 staff members, but it also serves other employees 
of Marathon Corporation, both at Rothschild and divisions elsewhere. 
The library may be used by persons outside.the company with permis- 
sion, and loans may be made to other libraries. 

The library is designed to aid primarily in technical research on prob- 
lems involved in the manufacture of pulp and paper, but it also has 
material on matters of general interest. The librarian and one assistant 
spend busy days “keeping” the library and assisting the staff members 
in locating material and in making occasional literature surveys. 

The library contains some 2,600 volumes, an important part of which 
is its bound journals. Currently, we receive about 80 journals, mostly 
technical, some of which are from other countries. Our pamphlet files 
include a sizable amount of patents, Marathon technical reports, and 
pamphlets on forestry. A library bulletin is issued about every three 
weeks, containing briefs on pertinent journal articles, pamphlets, and 
new books. 

Dorotnuy Gates, Librarian 


MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 


The Marquette University Library system is unique in that it contains 
general and special library characteristics. 

Under the supervision of Mary K. Dempsey, director of libraries, the 
Marquette Library system consists of the central campus library, the 
Marquette Memorial Library, and four branch or professional libraries. 
These are the Law Library, the Medical—Dental Library, the College of 
Engineering Library, and the College of Nursing Library. 

Containing the combined collections of the Colleges of Liberal Arts, 
Journalism and Business Administration, the Graduate School, and the 
School of Speech, the Marquette Memorial Library is the largest and 
most comprehensive of the Marquette libraries. 

Books are readily available because of the modified open-stack system. 
Individual study carrells provide extra privacy for both student and 
teacher. Typing rooms for copying reference materials and extensive 
microfilm and microcard facilities make research convenient in the Me- 
morial Library. 

Members of the faculty have access to closed-stack areas and may 
withdraw books for indefinite periods. They are informed of new library 
acquisitions by periodically issued book lists and have an opportunity 
to order books for the library. 
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At present, the Memorial Library contains approximately 150,000 vol- 
umes and subscribes to 1,500 periodicals and scholarly journals. Its 
strongest collections are in philosophy, literature, and business admin- 
istration. 


The Marquette Law Library, housed in the Marquette University Law 
School, contains 32,000 volumes and the only complete set of law periodi- 
cals in Milwaukee. ; 

Many practicing attorneys use the library, which contains reports of all 
the cases tried in the U.S. Supreme Court and federal courts, the supreme 
courts of all the states, and the courts of England and Canada. Agnes 
Kendergan is the librarian. 


Since many students and professional people use the Marquette 
Medical-Dental Library, it must maintain a large staff for its size. Mrs. 
Edith Dernehl and her staff of four librarians maintain a library of 46,000 
volumes and 670 current periodicals. 


The library is used by medical and dental students, medical technolo- 
gists, physical therapists, and dental hygienists. It participates in an 
intermail loan program and sends books to professional people through- 
out the State. 


Mrs. Ruth Griffin presides over the Library of the College of Engineer- 
ing, which contains 5,500 volumes and 250 periodicals. Since engineers 
must learn to work together, the library is also a study hall where stu- 
dents are permitted to discuss their research problems. 


Besides technical books, the Engineering Library has philosophy, re- 
ligion, and literature titles, as well as a technical film-and-slide section. 


Many varied activities are carried on at the Marquette College of 
Nursing Library. The library is used by the nursing students for study 
and research and by the doctors on the staff of the adjoining hospital. 
Seven ward libraries in the hospital are maintained by the library, and 
a fairly complete selection of audio-visual aids are available for class- 
room demonstration. Staffed by Isabel R. O’Keefe and Mrs. Edna Geske, 
the library contains approximately 2,500 books. Although the volumes 
are mostly technical subjects, there is also a generous proportion of his- 
tory, philosophy, fiction, and biography. 


Mary Dempsey, AGNES KENDERGAN, 
Director of Libraries Law Librarian 
Rutu GriFFIN, EpirH DERNEHL, 
Engineering Librarian Medical-Dental Librarian 
Other SLA members: 
FLORENCE EvANs Francis BECKWITH ROBERTA QUELLO 
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THE MILWAUKEE COUNTY INSTITUTIONS’ LIBRARIES 


The Milwaukee County institutions maintain medical libraries in the 
following institutions: Milwaukee County Hospital, Milwaukee County 
Hospital for Mental Diseases, Muirdale Sanatorium, (a tuberculosis sana- 
torium), and the Guidance Clinic (an outpatient department for the 
diagnosis and treatment of psychiatric cases among children). 


Their combined medical libraries contain 9,691 textbooks, bound peri- 
odicals, and periodical indexes; 6,118 reprints and pamphlets; and 276 
current periodicals. They cover the field of medicine and its related sub- 
jects, such as chemistry, botany, sociology, industry, and public health, 
and the field of hospital administration. 


The medical and scientific literature in the medical libraries serves the 
need of the staff—both voluntary and employed—both professional and 
nonprofessional. The libraries serve all personnel of the hospital, includ- 
ing physicians, medical laboratory technicians, psychologists, dietitians, 
social workers, occupational therapists, rehabilitationists, educators, 
nurses, housekeepers, and other hospital personnel. The physician must 
have knowledge of what others have discovered to aid him in his diag- 
nostic and therapeutic problems. Medical teaching institutions, as rep- 
resented by this group, must have material on hand for the education 
of students receiving graduate medical education or graduate education 
in related fields, such as medical social work and dietetics. Material 
must also be available for the use of undergraduate medical, laboratory, 
and nursing students, who spend time in the hospitals and clinics. 


The librarians are called upon to find material which might solve a 
puzzling case discussed in ward rounds, pathology conferences, or semi- 
nars. They also compile exhaustive bibliographies on specialized subjects 
for any of the professional and nonprofessional staff, who are doing re- 
search work, or preparing scientific articles, or seeking information on 
current professional problems. Bibliographies are requested on a wide 
range of subjects, such as psychosomatic medicine, insulin therapy, gas- 
tric lavage, abnormal behavior of children. The preparation of these 
bibliographies not only requires the search of all material in the hospi- 
tal libraries but also contact with other libraries in the country. The 
librarians are frequently requested to answer brief reference questions, 
such as office addresses of physicians, biographical material, prices of 
books and periodicals. 


Librarians in these institutions also arrange to borrow books from other 
libraries, such as Marquette University, Army Medical Library, John 
Crerar Library, University of Wisconsin Libraries, etc. 
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The library staff brings to the attention of the administrative staff 
and professional staff current references in which they might be inter- 
ested: institution management to the administrator, employee attitudes 
to the personnel director, electric-shock therapy to the physician. 

Current periodicals are indexed when received, in order to make avail- 
able immediately discoveries and new developments in the field of medi- 
cine and hospital literature. Because the libraries are located in widely 
separated buildings, a union file of all books in all libraries is kept at 
the Milwaukee County Hospital. Books are cataloged and classified 
according to the Boston Medical Classification Scheme. 

Patients’ libraries are maintzined in these institutions: Milwaukee 
County Hospital for Mental Diseases, Milwaukee County Asylum, and 
Muirdale Sanatorium. The collection consists of 10,806 books—novels, 
plays, poems, adventure, mystery and detective stories, travel, music, bi- 
ography, textbooks, magazines and newspapers, and 365 current peri- 
odicals. 

Material in the patients’ libraries helps the patients to adjust to their 
institutional environment. Within a day or two after the patient has ar- 
rived at the hospital, the bookcart comes to his bedside. Having left his 
home, his family, his job, the patient comes to the hospital where all 
about him is unfamiliar until books and magazines and newspapers are 
brought to him. Reading for entertainment or education has diversional 
as well as therapeutic value for the patient. There is a tremendous de- 
mand for books on the part of patients where recovery requires a long 
time. Library service makes it possible for the patients to develop new 
interests and educational qualifications under the guidance and tutoring 
of accredited teachers. 

The school libraries at the Childrén’s Home and Muirdale Sanatorium 
contain 2,783 supplementary schoolbooks and books for recreational 
reading for all grades to senior-high-school level, 300 reprints and pam- 
phlets, and 96 current periodicals. Students as well as teachers are bene- 
fited by these facilities. 

At the Milwaukee County Hospital School of Nursing, the collection 
contains 4,934 books and bound periodicals, 11,339 reprints and pam- 
phlets, and 32 current periodicals. Volumes which belong to this unit 
cover the following subjects: medical science and related subjects, in- 
cluding physics, chemistry, botany, sociology, education, industrial medi- 
cine and nursing, and public health. There are also books and popular 
magazines for cultural and recreational reading. The library serves not 
only students and faculty in the school but also graduate nurses in the 
hospital. 

In the central administration office, a library is maintained of 453 
books, 1,300 reprints and pamphlets, and 778 periodicals. They cover the 
following subjects: institution management, personnel administration, 
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public relations, purchasing, accounting, statistics, housing, and popula- 
tion. Reference works include statutes and laws of Wisconsin and pro- 
ceedings of the Board of Supervisors of Milwaukee County. This library 
is available for any employee in any one of the institutions. 

GERTRUDE PETERSEN, Librarian 


MILWAUKEE-DOWNER COLLEGE LIBRARY 


The library at Milwaukee-Downer College has grown from a class- 
room in the main college building a century ago to the towering Chap- 
man Memorial Library, built in 1937 by the bequest of Alice G. Chap- 
man. It replaces the outgrown Green Memorial Library, which housed 
the college books from 1905 to 1937. 


Providing service to the faculty, students, staff, and alumnae of a pri- - 


vate liberal arts college for women, the collection of 64,200 volumes is 
basically aimed at the demands of a liberal arts curriculum. The library 
contains, in addition to the book collection, 9,867 bound periodicals and 
has subscriptions to 335 current periodicals. Many rare additions and ex- 
amples of fine bindings have been acquired through the generosity of 
donors. 

The building provides stack space for approximately 125,000 volumes. 
Surrounding the stacks are 54 open carrells and seven locked studies, and 
students are encouraged to take advantage of the privileges of open 
stacks. Four large reading rooms are provided in connection with the 
reference and periodical areas. The top floor is given over to special 
seminar rooms. 

An exhibition hall provides space for regularly changing art exhibits, 
which are open to students and the general public. Adjacent to this gal- 
lery are the East India teakwood room and the English paneled oak 
room, which are used by the college for many of its formal receptions. 
Their hand-wrought woodwork was originally carved and paneled for 
Miss Chapman’s home, and the furnishings include objets d’art collected 
by Miss Chapman in world-wide travel. 

LoeLLta Baenr, Librarian 
Other SLA member: 


Harriet BARLOW 


MILWAUKEE GAS LIGHT COMPANY LIBRARY 


The Milwaukee Gas Light Company Library was organized in 1930 
upon completion of our present building. It serves all employees, num- 
bering approximately 1,500. 

Our primary interest is Gas and everything pertaining to the gas in- 
dustry. The collection of 3,500 volumes includes 500 law books for our 
new Legal Department. 
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About 100 periodicals are routed to employees who have requested 
them. Periodicals are scanned for special-interest articles for employees 
working on specific projects. Periodicals are kept for varying periods. 
All publications pertaining to gas are in the permanent collection. The 
Gas Age Record goes back to 1913, the American Gas Association 
Monthly, to 1919, the American Gas Journal, to 1924, and Gas, to 1932. 
We also have a complete file of American Gas Association Proceedings, 
from 1918, date of initial issue, to date. The vertical files hold a large 
pamphlet collection. 

All printed matter is ordered by the library, and a record of all books 
and periodicals in the company is kept in our card catalog files. 

Milwaukee, Madison, Chicago, Detroit, and New York newspapers are 
clipped for articles of interest to our company. These clippings are sent 
to interested personnel, and a copy is kept in the library files for future 
reference. 

Every effort is made to answer all requests made either by our em- 
ployees or by persons outside the company. Literature searches are made 
only for employees. Much of our material may be borrowed on inter- 
library loan or may be used in our library upon request. 


Anita J. Guienke, Librarian 


MILWAUKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The Milwaukee Public Library daily is increasing its potential for 
serving the special librarian as well as the community at large. 

From a gift of 10,000 volumes, one-third of which was in German, the 
library's book collection has grown to nearly a million and a half volumes 
located in its central library, eighteen neighborhood libraries, the Charles 
Allis Children’s Library, the Charles Allis Art Library, and the Municipal 
Reference Library. In addition, there are almost 4,000 magazine titles; 
more than 100 daily and weekly newspapers from all over the country; 
pamphlets available for loan and for sale; local, federal, and foreign 
government documents; about 500,000 pictures; more than 50,000 maps, 
including Army, U.S. topographical, travel, and highway maps; more than 
20,000 classical, semiclassical, and educational records; and a large col- 
lection of sheet music and scores. 

In its early years, bookshelves were closed to the patron, who looked 
up the call number of a book in a bound, printed catalog and asked the 
librarian for the book wanted. It was not until after the First World War 
that the shelves were opened to the public. 

The “Newark” system for charging out books was in use until the early 
1930’s, when the present self-charging system was adopted. 

As is to be expected, the library’s holdings grew with the years, and 
new services, demanded by a fast growing industrial community, found 
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their way into a profession that was nationally as well as locally stripping 
off the ivy on its imaginary towers and playing an active and dynamic 
role in the community. 

Now radio and television programs, book lists, a monthly publication, 
exhibits, and publicity releases help to bring to the people of Milwaukee 
information about the many and varied services available in their library. 

In 1956, an addition to the central library will be completed, more than 
doubling the library’s usable service area. This added space will permit 
easier access to special collections and permit more rapid handling of 
special library inquiries. It will also permit the Municipal Library to ful- 
fill its proper role as the headquarters, information, and library center for 
the metropolitan area. 

Special librarians in the State avail themselves of the library's services 
through its photostat service and through limited interlibrary loan 
privileges. 

Of particular interest in the Science and Industry Department are the 
collections in the fields of engineering (especially chemical and electrical 
engineering ), geology (especially state publications ), metals and metal- 
lurgy, and biology. Besides its book collection, which is selected with a 
broader approach than that of the individual special library, the depart- 
ment has about 1,500 current subscriptions and 30,000 bound volumes of 
scientific and technical serials, American patents (1872-1911 and 1946 to 
date), and British patents and abridgments (April 1953 to date available; 
1617 to April 1953, temporarily in storage). 

The Reference Department has for the special librarian: financial peri- 
odicals and services; tax services; legal collection; bound periodicals; 
telephone directories of all large cities in the nation; national business 
and industrial directories (and some foreign); local industrial and eco- 
nomic data which includes statistics; collection on foreign trade; union 
list of serials; back issues of The Milwaukee Journal and The Milwaukee 
Sentinel on file and on microfilm; federal, state, United Nations, and local 
documents; important periodical indexes; company annual reports; 
organization directories; and biographical reference works. 

Of interest to special librarians in the History and Social Science De- 
partment: extensive local history collection and materials on unions and 
labor, banking, insurance, parliamentary procedure, travel, international 
commerce and communication, governmental activities, social surveys, 
statistics, taxation, industrialism, and general investment materials for 
investors. 

Special librarians find books on public speaking and on technical and 
more readable writing in the Literature and Language Department. 

Among the resources of the Education, Philosophy, and Religion De- 
partment are a curriculum collection for classroom teachers’ use, a unique 
collection on Bible studies, and fine collections on liturgy, church history, 
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child psychology, special education, the philosophy of education, and 
vocational information service. 

Among the varied collections in the Art and Music Department are 
books on marks and monograms for pottery, porcelain, gold, and silver, 
antique identification; painting and sculpture and all phases of art, resto- 
ration of paintings and furniture; coin collecting; all phases of architec- 
ture; crafts; photography; and bound art and music periodicals. Bio- 
graphical dictionaries of artists and musicians and its picture collection 
are also of particular interest to special librarians. 

Also, there are bound scores and sheet music, dictionaries and books 
for musical research, bibliographic tools, plus a collection of records that 
includes foreign language helps. 

The Young People’s Room of the library system, in addition to its gen- 
eral book collection, has an exceptionally fine collection on the history 
of children’s literature and a large collection of Horatio Alger, Jr., books. 

The Municipal Reference Library, located in the City Hall, is a depos- 
itory for city documents. It has an especially strong collection in the field 
of public administration and management. 

The Charles Allis Art Library contains paintings and art objects given 
to the city of Milwaukee by Sarah B. Allis, widow of the late Charles 
Allis, and a related collection of rare books on costumes, American paint- 
ing, pottery and porcelain, silver and glass, etchings, and woodcuts and 
engravings from the central library collection. Art dictionaries, auction 
catalogs, and other reference works are also available for research 
purposes. 

The Charles Allis Children’s Library is a library especially for children, 
featuring not only books but story hours and puppet plays, too. 


Other SLA members: 


WILMER BAATZ JULIEN PONTIER 
MILTON DRESCHER Myri RIckiInc 

PauL GRATKE MILpRED SCHAUZ 
EsTHER HAMILTON Put. SCHNEIDER 
ELIZABETH HELLERMAN JoHN ScHutTz 
RicHARD LORECK Mary TESOVNIK 

Cart LossE CHARLES VAETH 
Peter McCormick G. EMOGENE WELTON 
Larry MEDLEY IrRvE ZINK 


Ricuarp Kruc, Librarian 


MILWAUKEE PUBLIC MUSEUM FILM LOAN SERVICE 


The Museum Film Loan Service has available for its borrowers 7,268 
educational films; 3,172 filmstrips; 438 sets of slides; 1,109 specimens, 
models, and dioramas; and 80 record albums. The materials cover a com- 
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plete range of subjects, including history, literature, music, science, art, 
geography, psychology, sports, health, business, agriculture, and soci- 
ology. 

The Museum Service started in 1888, with the loan of specimens, added 
slides to its collection in 1910, and in 1920 was loaning 35 mm. theatrical- 
size films. In 1924, the first year for which statistics are available, only 
396 films were circulated. But with the growth of the motion picture 
industry and the impetus given the film as a teaching tool during World 
War II, the Museum Service developed rapidly and in 1954 circulated a 
total of 80,342 items, of which 72,647 were films. 


All materials are loaned free within the city limits and are used exten- 
sively by schools, industries, churches, clubs, Boy Scouts, labor groups, 
and many others. Of special interest to special libraries are films on 
salesmanship, industrial management, personnel, labor relations, safety, 
insurance, medicine, and a variety of scientific and technical subjects. 


Mrs. BEveRLY Nouri, Curator 


MILWAUKEE PUBLIC MUSEUM LIBRARY 


The library of the Public Museum of Milwaukee had its birth in 1883, 
when the Wisconsin Natural History Society gave the museum some 300 
books. From such a humble beginning has grown the present library, 
which now houses over 30,000 volumes and as many pamphlets. The 
material covered is principally in the fields of anthropology, biology, 
geology, and history since these are the fields in which the museum is 
primarily interested. 


The majority of information contained in these volumes is primary 
material covering highly technical and specialized subjects. The greater 
number of books, publications from academies, universities, and 
museums, are both domestic and foreign. The foreign publications in- 
clude those from Scandinavian, French, Spanish, Italian, German, Japa- 
nese, and Russian authorities. Some of this exchange material was halted 
during the war but has again picked up as countries are beginning to 
re-establish themselves. 


The library’s first objective is to assist in furnishing subject material 
as it is needed by the various departments in the museum to aid staff 
members in their research, exhibition, and building of groups, and in 
furnishing information as is required of them. 


However, research students who have need of such source material as 
we have to offer are welcome. Since we are a reference library, books 
are not allowed to be taken out. All work must be done in the library. 
The library is open weekdays but is closed Saturdays and Sundays. 


Hetma L. Wo rr, Librarian 
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MODINE MANUFACTURING COMPANY LIBRARY 


The Modine Research Engineering Library, Racine, is located in the 
Research Building and is primarily devoted to the subject of heat transfer 
and its practical applications, such as automotive engine cooling, heating 
and air conditioning, and application of heat transfer to commercial 
processes. 


The library was formally organized about one and one-half years ago. 
It is open during working hours only and serves primarily the company’s 
research and development staff. It includes a Patent Section, technical 
volumes, papers, periodicals, and catalogs. The Patent Section includes 
many thousands of patents associated with the heat transfer industry. 
The section on technical heat transfer papers includes those of major 
importance. The periodicals have individual circulation lists so that they 
reach those who most need them. Perhaps of chief interest is the fact that 
the library uses one common catalog file and one subject index, covering 
all material in the library. This brings all material on a given subject 
together in one place in the catalog file and provides quick coverage on 
material available from the various types of sources. A library letter for 
the employees is presently published quarterly. 

Mase. Brown, Librarian 


NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY LIBRARIES 


Filling the library needs of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 
Company at Milwaukee may be compared to the task of meeting the 
libraries’ needs of a town of 1,500 people. However, any resemblance to 
a public library of a town of such size ceases when one looks at the type 
of books and periodicals required in the operation of this highly complex 
service establishment. 


Within the eight-story Home Office Building are doctors, investment 
specialists, lawyers, actuaries, sales promotion experts, together with 
correspondents, machine operators, artists, electricians, and almost every 
other type of technically skilled personnel required to keep in operation 
this sixth largest of all life insurance companies in America. 


To serve the needs of different types of personnel, Northwestern has 
four distinct libraries —the Reference, Law, Medical, and Lending 
Libraries. 


The Reference Library co-ordinates the facilities of the other libraries 
through a central card catalog of the books in all departments and 
through the ordering of all books and magazines in the company. Its 
collection includes life insurance statistics, sales promotion material, com- 
pany history, and general business materials. The Reference Library also 
answers questions and locates material for all departments. 
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The Law and Medical Libraries are located in the Law and Medical 
Departments, respectively, so as to be close to the people whom they 
serve. The Law Library is one of the largest in Wisconsin, and its re- 
sources are used by people living in Milwaukee. The Medical Library 
has a small collection of medical references and other material relating 
to the medical aspects of life insurance. 


The company also has a Lending Library of over 1,000 books, consist- 
ing of fiction and nonfiction for the recreational reading of the employees. 
This library is operated by an independent library committee composed 
of employees of various departments. 

Northwestern libraries contain some 40,000 volumes, and the company 
subscribes to over 500 periodicals. 

Marian McBrive, Medical Librarian 
Mary ANNE Dean, Reference Librarian 


S. C. JOHNSON & SON, INC., LIBRARY 


From a personal file of materials on wax first collected in 1927 by Dr. 
J. V. Steinle, now Research and Development Vice President of the 
Johnson Company of Racine, has grown one of the most complete wax 
libraries in the world. As the collection grew, a wax abstract classification 
system, using the Mnemonic feature of the Dewey Decimal System, was 
devised. At first, this collection was handled by office personnel, but in 
1946 a full-time librarian was employed. In 1950, the library was moved 
into the famous Frank Lloyd Wright-designed research tower. 


Today, the facilities of the library are available to not only the more 
than 100 scientists but to other divisional personnel as well. The 5,000 
books in the collection not only cover wax but physics, chemistry, biology, 
and other related fields. More than 100 technical periodicals are received 
and checked for wax references, routed to the scientists interested in 
them, and finally bound for permanent collection. The Wax Abstract File 
is maintained by checking various abstract journals, such as Chemical 
Abstracts, British Chemical Abstracts, and Chemisches Zentralblatt. Each 
abstract is typed, classified, and filed in the collection. Reprints, photo- 
stats, or microfilm copies of the original article are also purchased and 
filed. All of these are now being put on microcards. A microcard and 
microfilm reading room is also available. 


Research and Development Division notebooks are also microfilmed, 
and the original notebooks are kept in a fireproof vault. Patents are filed 
either in the Wax Abstract File or by the Patent Office Classification. 
A numerical file of patents and a file of Johnson patents are maintained. 
In addition, the library keeps files on project assignments, project reports, 


and government specifications. 
James AnperRsON, Librarian 
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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN LIBRARY, MILWAUKEE 


In less than thirty years, the library at the University Extension in 
Milwaukee has developed from its humble beginnings as a library in a 
single classroom into a modern, efficient library which now occupies the 
entire second floor of the new Administration Building of the University 
of Wisconsin Extension Division in Milwaukee. The library was founded 
in 1928 under the direction of Elsa Jaeck, who is still head librarian. In 
the beginning, it was serviced only by the librarian and student help, 
but today the staff consists of five professional members and student help. 


The library is for the primary use of the faculty and the student body 
of the Extension Center, but serves the general public as well. Our serv- 
ice to the public consists mainly of reference work. We are frequently 
called upon by the various industrial firms throughout the area with 
respect to questions concerning materials which are not available except 
in a special library, such as a university library, and also for interlibrary 
loans. Many of the questions which come from the public are concerned 
with those publications of the University of Wisconsin Agricultural De- 
partment, particularly with those publications of interest to the home- 
maker and the sports’ enthusiast. 


Our collection of thirty thousand books includes the standard reference 
works; encyclopedias; dictionaries; critical works; biographies; mathe- 
matical, historical, scientific, linguistic, and financial works; and fiction. 
Among our special collections we number the mathematics collection of 
Edward Burr Van Vleck and the collection on socialism of the late Victor 
Berger. Our periodical holdings number four hundred and twenty-eight, 
and we subscribe to twelve newspapers, which include out-of-town 
dailies, local dailies, and foreign papers. Our social work periodicals and 
books on social work are temporarily housed in the Tower Building on 
Sixth and Wisconsin Avenue because of the fact that the Graduate School 
of Social Studies is presently located in the building. We also have an 
extensive vertical file available, which is kept up to date constantly. We 
have special indexes available for our holdings in drama, the modern 
short story, and modern poetry. These indexes include a cross-reference 
file to authors and titles and an index to the critical works for each title. 
Our files also include the catalogs and bulletins of all the major colleges 
and universities throughout the United States, Canada, and Mexico. 
Besides these, we have a complete file of career information pamphlets. 


Like all other libraries, our work includes book ordering, cataloging, 
reserve processing, filing, clipping, and the compiling of bibliographies 
for faculty members and for those of the general public who are engaged 
in research in specialized fields. We appreciate the excellent co-operation 
of other libraries in interlibrary loans, and we offer our most willing 
co-operation in filling the needs of those who may need our facilities. 
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In closing, we should like to call your attention to the four stained 
glass panels which are hung over the circulation desk in our reading 
room. These panels, which represent the “Four Freedoms,” are a gift to 
the University and have a most interesting history. The panels, which 
measure sixteen by twenty-six inches each, were designed and executed 
by the well known Wisconsin artist, Conrad Pickel, of Waukesha. They 
are made of mouth-blown antique glass of the finest quality, and the 
coloring is warm and rich. Prior to the presentation of these panels to the 
University, they were displayed at the United Nations Building in New 


York. Esa Jack, Librarian 


UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN, MILWAUKEE, VOCATIONAL 
INFORMATION LIBRARY 


The Vocational Information Library of the Student Personnel Services 
Department of the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee Extension Divi- 
sion, has been in operation for five years. It is located in the Science 
Building of the Milwaukee Extension Division on West State Street, 
Room S-104. 

The primary functions of this library are to serve the six staff members 
of the department (director, two counselors, reading specialist, psychom- 
etrist, and the vocational information librarian) with professional reading 
material, and also to supply occupational reading materials for the fac- 
ulty members of the academic staff, the registered students, all precoun- 
seling counselee appointments, the private cases, and by all means the 
general, interested public. 

The pamphlet and clipping file has approximately 515 entries, with an 
alphabetical, classified dictionary of occupational titles arrangement, in- 
cluding materials starting with the profession of accountant, certified 
public, through that of zoologist. In other words, the file caters to the 
major occupations which the Extension Division offers in courses to its 
student population. There is a considerable amount of material available 
on scholarship opportunities. The college catalogs in our collection are 
from those educational institutions to which the Milwaukee Center stu- 
dents usually transfer after completing their prestudies at our Center. 

Since we do not maintain a placement service at the present time, we 
have been posting civil service job openings and announcements on our 
publicity boards. 

Most folks expect libraries to house large collections of books; how- 
ever, our present collection of books is not extensive numerically since 
authorities in the field of occupational information claim that several 
difficulties arise in the volume type of presentation of materials, namely: 


a. Rapid changes in the world of work make this factual material 
out of date very quickly. Then, too, the great cost involved in 
producing this type of publication presents the problem of main- 
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taining a continued presence on the library shelves long after it 
has outlived its usefulness. 


b. The biographical approach, although more interesting to young 
people than the straight, factual presentation, quite frequently 
presents distorted pictures of occupational life since it necessarily 
deals only with persons who have achieved unusual success in 
their chosen work. A serious limitation, too, is that they pertain 
mostly to the professions. 


c. The fictional type of presentation may be more readable, but then 
the heroes have a tendency to mislead young folks who wrongly 
try to follow the roads to success taken by their storybook idols. 


Most of the material, therefore, coming into the library is of necessity 
in leaflet, circular, or pamphlet form. We currently receive some sixteen 
periodicals. 


A special feature of our services to the student body is the availability 
of a file of previous exams, which has proven to be beneficial psycho- 
logically and otherwise to most of our patrons. 

The publicity of our available reading material has taken on a rather 
unique aspect in the form of movable display cabinets. A schedule is 
arranged for the academic year concerning the various professional 
phases of courses in occupations which the Milwaukee Center offers in 
its curriculum. This selected reading material is displayed in the attrac- 
tive cabinets, which are further enhanced by appropriate equipment, 
props, or instruments from the various academic departments in order 
to attract spectators to the reading material exhibited. 

The material in the library does circulate for only a limited time—as, 
for example, two hours, two or three days, or, in some cases, exceptions 
of one week, depending upon the heavy demand for the materials at that 
particular time. A proportionate amount of reference work is also 
required to meet the requests of the patrons. 

We have found that the day-school enrolled students derive as many 
benefits from the services of this library as do the evening-school coun- 
selees, who, as a rule, are more mature patrons. 

FLORENCE KieEczka, Librarian 


UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN PHARMACY LIBRARY 


The University of Wisconsin was the second state-supported university 
to establish a course in Pharmacy in 1883. Since its beginning, a pharma- 
ceutical collection was built, and has been housed mainly in the Univer- 
sity General Library. 

There has always been a small reference — at the School of 
Pharmacy itself, with early supervision by stenographers and faculty 
members. Later, there was a growing pressure, particularly from an 


MAY-JUNE 1955 21 





extensive graduate program, to have a professional librarian. Since Feb- 
ruary, 1951, a professional librarian has been in charge of the Pharmacy 
Library. Since that time, the number of volumes in this library has in- 
creased from 2,500 to 5,000 and the current periodicals from 75 to 235. 

The Pharmacy Library housed in the School of Pharmacy is mainly a 
reference or working collection of 5,000 volumes, serving students, fac- 
ulty, and research. The larger pharmaceutical collection of about 25,000 
volumes is housed in the University General Library. This collection is 
especially strong in historical pharmacy and is generally credited among 
scholars as among the best of its kind in the world. There is a continuing 
vigorous program of acquisitions, both in the current and historical parts 
of the collection. 


Other SLA member: 


Dr. GLENN SONNEDECKER 
J. L. Jones, Librarian 


VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION CENTER LIBRARIES 


The Veterans’ Administration Center at Wood, Wisconsin, is a Federal 
institution which provides hospital and domiciliary care for veterans of 
all our country’s wars. First established in 1867, this Center, which orig- 
inally covered almost 400 acres, is a community in itself. Treatment 
facilities are available for an extensive hospital and domiciliary program. 
The Center maintains a post office, chapel, recreational facilities, libra- 
ries, and has a national cemetery. About 2,600 veterans are at Wood. 

A co-ordinated library program under the supervision of the chief 
librarian offers service through three libraries to patients, members, and 
personnel. The oldest of these is the Wadsworth Library, with a collec- 
tion of 10,000 books of a general and popular nature; popular magazines 
and state and metropolitan newspapers are also available. This area of 
library service had its beginnings about 1868. The collection is strong in 
books on the Civil War and World Wars I and II, in addition to the 
general, popular books. 

The General Hospital Library was started in the early 1930's. It main- 
tains a collection of 10,000 books and popular magazines and news- 
papers. Professional librarians provide ward service weekly to each ward. 
Both of these libraries aim to assist in the adjustment and rehabilitation 
of veterans through the use of library materials and facilities. 


In 1946, when Wood was designed as a teaching hospital and the resi- 
dency program was established, new emphasis was placed on developing 
the Medical Library. The Medical Library, with 3,708 books and bound 
journals and 165 medical and professional journal subscriptions, provides 
reference, research, and bibliographic service to medical and allied staff. 

FLORENCE Markus, Chief Librarian 
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VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION HOSPITAL LIBRARY 


The library of the Veterans’ Administration Hospital in Waukesha was 
set up in January, 1945, and the hospital was opened for patients, com- 
plete with library service, in April of the same year. The library has 
always consisted of two separate units, one a Patients’ Library, containing 
at the present time about 4,000 volumes maintained for the use of the 
patients. Bedside cart service is given to all patients on the wards, while 
ambulatory patients come to the library and make use of the facilities 
there. The other unit is a Medical Library, maintained for the profes- 
sional staff. It contains at the present time nearly 1,000 books and peri- 
odicals covering the medical field generally, but, as this hospital is exclu- 
sively a tuberculosis hospital, the Medical Library is particularly strong 
in material on T.B. A great many books on the subject are included in 
the collection, and it is the field in which we constantly try to acquire the 
latest and best material. The library has subscriptions to most of the 
periodicals covering the field of tuberculosis and other diseases of the 
chest. Back files of these magazines are maintained. 


Mrs. Marcaret Hopkinson, Chief Librarian 


VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION REGIONAL OFFICE 
MEDICAL AND GENERAL REFERENCE LIBRARY 


The Medical and General Reference Library of the Veterans Admin- 
istration Regional Office, Milwaukee, was inaugurated in December, 
1948, and functions as part of the Medical Division but serves the entire 
VA office employee population as well—thus earning its all-inclusive title. 
It is an integral part of the VA medical program, but local management 
determines the extent of the library program and amount to be spent on 
books and journals. 


The library is primarily concerned with three phases of library work: 
reference, bibliography, and research. It houses a book collection of some 
3,003 medical books, 842 nonmedical books, and a vertical file of 1,066 
pamphlets. 


Since medical journals are a primary source of research, the library 
subscribes to more than 100 in all fields of medicine and the specialties. 


Interlibrary loan with other VA hospitals and offices is, of course, a 
common practice to help supplement a limited collection. Books and jour- 
nals are also borrowed from other special libraries within the city of 
Milwaukee, as well as the Public Library. 

There is one full-time, professional librarian on duty, who is regarded 
as a department head, and a part-time clerical typist. 

Dorotuy Syriopou.os, Chief Librarian 
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WISCONSIN ANTITUBERCULOSIS ASSOCIATION, 
OSCAR LOTZ LIBRARY 


We're in our new building! The library of the Wisconsin Antituber- 
culosis Association (formerly known as “The WATA Library”) has a new 
home, located at 1700 West Wells Street, in Milwaukee. 

The WATA, by its nature, is an educational agency, devoted to the 
eradication of tuberculosis and the improvement of public health. It is 
only natural, therefore, that the WATA has a library. And the idea was 
born in the very early days of the Association, and developed when and 
as funds and personnel would permit. But, in 1934, the library really 
“went into business” full force. 

Service is available to any person in the State, professional or lay per- 
son, who is interested. Practically all the material is circulated. However, 
for obvious reasons, some must be restricted to use in our building. We 
loan, for the most part, on a two-week period, with the privilege of 
renewing if there is no waiting list. 

Textbooks on tuberculosis and related chest diseases, general medicine, 
roentgenography and techniques, health education, public health nurs- 
ing, medical social service, and general public health are among our sci- 
entific holdings. But we have found it necessary, because of the writing 
and speaking done by our own staff, and some of our patrons, to have 
available for reference handbooks on composition, secretarial manuals, 
histories, World Atlas, dictionaries (English, medical, social work), and 
various types of “information” books. 

Our patrons number, first of all, the WATA personnel and _ board. 
Then—physicians (in private practice and those in public health), medical 
students, nurses (student and graduate), social workers (in the medical 
field and in other branches of social service), school people (faculty and 
students), public and private health and welfare agency workers, lay 
public. 

Yes, we have a new home. And while we've never had any particular 
affection for fires, as such, because of one in our old Health Service Build- 
ing (which necessitated our moving) the Oscar Lotz Library is housed in 
this brand-new structure. 

Dr. Lotz, for whom the library is named, was the librarian’s medical 
adviser in the formal organization of the library, and continued his in- 
terest in the project as our chief until his death in January, 1953. 

Dr. Lotz helped the library develop and bring to its present status a 
dream of the late Dr. Hoyt E. Dearholt, the first and continuing Execu- 
tive Secretary of the WATA, until his death in 1939. 

Visit us whenever you can. Use our facilities frequently. They are actu- 
ally your books and periodicals, you know, because you make them pos- 
sible through your purchase of the little Christmas Seals. So—come when 
you can. You'll be most welcome, people of Wisconsin! 

KATHERINE MULLEN, Librarian 
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WISCONSIN STATE COLLEGE LIBRARY, MILWAUKEE 


After many years of planning and waiting, the State College Library 
moved into its new $780,000-building on November 30, 1954. This mod- 
ular building has seating for five hundred and will house over 200,000 
volumes in the basement and two main floors. 

The collection is strong in the field of education, with special emphasis 
on elementary education, child study, and the education of the deaf and 
mentally handicapped. Current buying in American literature and history, 
music, art, and science is strengthening the holdings in these fields. The 
library currently receives 18 daily newspapers and five hundred peri- 
odicals, including almost every title in the Education Index, and many 
psychological journals not included there. 

Interlibrary loans are made willingly with other libraries, and loans 
are made to teachers in the area. Others not connected with the college 
may use material in the building upon special requests for permission. 
Other SLA members: 

ELIZABETH LEE 
Mary GRANT 
ELIZABETH FABRY 
DonaLp Woobps, Librarian 


YOUNG RADIATOR COMPANY LIBRARY 


The library of the Young Radiator Company of Racine was established 
in 1942 as a special library for the purpose of keeping abreast of devel- 
opments in manufacturing. 

The library is being used as an engineering, sales, purchasing, and 
research library. 

The present number of volumes is approximately 2,000. The books are 
kept up to date on heating, ventilating, air conditioning, refrigeration, 
heat transfer, and allied subjects. Also included are handbooks in all 
fields of engineering, piping, and fluid flow, as well as the fundamental 
sciences, chemistry, physics, mathematics, etc. Books on patent and trade- 
mark law are included. A library of atomic energy subjects is being built 
up, and a small corrosion collection is also maintained. 

Literature and catalogs of 3,500 manufacturers are kept on file and up 
to date, anticipating the need of ready information for all departments 
of the company. 

One hundred fifty periodicals are received monthly and routed 
throughout the company. All periodicals are circulated from the library 
after articles of interest are tabbed and are returned to the library for 
filing. 

Jute Miter, Librarian 
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WISCONSIN FREE LIBRARY COMMISSION 
TRAVELING LIBRARY—DIRECTOR, MRS. ORRILLA BLACKSHEAR 


The Library Commission and the Director of the Traveling Library are 
members of the Milwaukee Chapter of SLA. Because of lack of space, no 
description of the library services will be included here. The work of the 
Traveling Library appeared in the Wisconsin Library Bulletin, May- 
June 1954, Pages 110-120. 


BOOK NOTES SUPPLEMENT 


Some of you have told us you like the Wisconsin Library Bulletin in its 
new look. Others answered the questions in the annual report that had to 
do with the contents of the WLB. We want to thank all of you who wrote 
us and those who answered the report questions. Constructive criticism 
is usually helpful, and this time it coincided with the economic pressure 
of needing to cut the number of pages in this WLB. You have told us 
again, as you have before, that you wish you could have the Book Notes 
more promptly. There are no Book Notes in this issue. We hope you have 
already received them in mimeographed form. If you have seen them, no 
more need be explained. We shall try this method of getting book infor- 
mation to you and see if it is more satisfactory. We will be glad to hear 
your reactions.—Editor. 


Book Trails Titles to be Featured on Wisconsin School 
of the Air—1955-1956 


(Approximate grading is given at the end of each entry. ) 


Anderson, Bertha C. Tinker’s Tim and the Witches. 1951. Little, $2.75, 4-6. 

Arbuthnot, May Hill. Time for Fairy Tales Old and New. 1952. Scott, Foresman, 
$3.25. 4-7. 

Bauman, Hans. Caves of the Great Hunters. 1954. Pantheon, $3. 5-10, 

Berry, Eric, pseud. One-String Fiddle. 1939. Winston, $1.50, 3-5. 

Brink, Carol Ryrie. Caddie Woodlawn. 1950-53. Macmillan, $3. 6-8. 

Chute, Marchette. The Wonderful Winter. 1954. Dutton, $3. 7-9. 

Dalgleish, Alice. The Courage of Sarah Noble. 1954. Scribner, $2. 4—5. 

Derleth, August. The Country of the Hawk. 1952. Aladdin, $1.75. 6-9. 

Eager, Edward. Half-Magic. 1954. Harcourt, $2.75. 4-6. 

Erickson, Phoebe. Black Penny. 1951. Knopf, $2.50. 5-8. 

Estes, Eleanor. The Hundred Dresses. 1944. Harcourt, $2.75. 3-6. 

Evatt, Harriett. The Secret of the Singing Tower. 1953. Bobbs, $2.50. 5-7. 

Freeman, Lydia. Pet of the Met. 1953. Viking, $2.50. 2—4. 

Grant, Bruce. Eagle of the Sea. 1949. Rand McNally, $2.50. 6-8. 

Henry, Marguerite. Benjamin West and His Cat Grimalkin. 1947. Bobbs, $2.50. 4-7. 

Judson, Clara Ingram. The Green Ginger Jar. 1949. Houghton, $3. 5-9. 

Lawson, Robert. The Tough Winter. 1954. Viking, $3. 4-6. 

McNeer, May Yonge. Up a Crooked River. 1952. Viking, $2.50. 5-6. 


26 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 





Marshall, Dean. The Invisible Island. 1949. Dutton, $2.75. 6-9. 

Mason, Arthur. The Wee Men of Ballywooden. 1952. Viking, $2.50. 4-6. 

Phelps, Margaret. Jaro and the Golden Colt. 1954. Macrae Smith, $2.75. 4-7. 

Ruskin, John. King of the Golden River. Also in other editions, including Time for 
Fairy Tales. No date. World (Rainbow Edition), $1.50. 5-7. 

Seredy, Kate. The Good Master. 1935. Viking, $3. 6-8. 

Todd, Ruthven. Space Cat. 1952. Scribner, $2. 3-6. 


State Documents Sent to 29 Public Libraries 


This is Packet 16 of the State Documents sent to depository libraries: 

Governor's Commission on Human Rights. Youth Advisory Board. First Annual 
Report, 1953-1954. 

———, Youth—In Human Rights. 

Industrial Commission of Wisconsin. Statistical Department. Wisconsin Street Trades 
Permits Issued in 1953. November, 1954. 

State Dept. of Public Welfare. Bureau of Research and Statistics. Monthly Population 
Report of State Correctional Institutions and the Bureau of Probation and Parole 
—December, 1954. 

— Population Report of State and County Mental Institutions—December, 
1954. 

Wisconsin Committee on Children & Youth. Quarterly Bulletin. Volume 4, Number 1. 
March, 1955. 

Wisconsin Legislative Council. 1955 Report. University of Wisconsin, Policies. Vol. I. 
December, 1954. 

———, 1955 Report. Administrative Rule Making, Conclusions and Recommendations 
of the Committee. Volume II, Part I. December, 1954. 

———. 1955 Report. Administrative Rule Making, Research Report. Vol. II, Part II. 
December, 1954. 

———. 1955 Report. Industrial Development. Vol. III. January, 1955. 

———. 1955 Report. Subdivision and Platting of Land, Conclusions and Recommenda- | 
tions of the Judiciary Committee. Volume IV. January, 1955. 

———. 1955 Report. Northwestern University Traffic Institute, Research Report on 
State Traffic Patrol. Vol. V. 

Wisconsin Registration Board of Architects and Professional Engineers. Twenty-Second 
Annual Report. July, 1954. 


Of Interest to Librarians. Have you read Catechism on the Collecting 
of Printed Materials by Local Historical Societies, by Benton H. Wilcox 
in Wisconsin Magazine of History, Winter 1954-55, Pages 87-89? It 
answers a number of questions you may have been wondering about. 


No Index will be available for 1955 Volume 51 of the Wisconsin 
Library Bulletin or the supplement, which will be prepared in mimeo- 
graphed form. The money which has previously been used to publish 
the index will be used in the printing of this volume. 
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Wisconsin Library Association 
Reporter: MARJORIE PERLHAM, Secretary, WLA 


Plans for the 1955 WLA convention are progressing rapidly under the 
guidance of the president and his convention planning committee. 

Here is what WLA members can look forward to on October 28 and 
29 in Milwaukee: a keynote address by historian Henry Steele Com- 
mager, a TV workshop, a special evening session honoring the Free 
Library Commission on its 60th anniversary, a Trustee Association dinner 
open to all members, and a banquet with Senator Fulbright as spreaker. 

It will be a three-star convention in more ways than one. Three asso- 
ciations will be meeting together: the Wisconsin Library Association, the 
Wisconsin Library Trustees Association, and the Milwaukee chapter of 
the Special Libraries Association. The theme will be “The Citizen’s 
Responsibility in Society.” 

It is not too early to reserve rooms. The Schroeder Hotel is the head- 
quarters hotel. Single rooms for one person per day run from $5.50 to $8. 
Double rooms with double beds run from $8 to $14 a day, and double 
rooms with twin beds are $9 to $14. Rooms for three in a room or four in 
a room are less. 


COUNTY SECTION MEETS AT WAUSAU 


One hundred and fifteen librarians converged on Wausau for the tra- 
ditional spring meeting of the County Section. There are two attractions 
in that vicinity: one, the new Marathon County Courthouse, which 
houses the Marathon County Library, and the other, the Fromm Fox 
Farm at nearby Hamburg. 

The speaker in the morning session in Wausau was Mrs. Orrilla Black- 
shear. Her topic was “Library Service to the Senior Citizen.” A tour of 
the courthouse and the library followed. 

After a noon luncheon served at the Fromm Fox Farm, the group heard 
three speakers. Mrs. Doris Baer, a representative from the workshop for 
the blind in Ashland spoke on the services of the Library of Congress 
Division for the Blind. Mrs. Jacob Klein, president of the Wisconsin 
Library Trustees Association, discussed federal and state legislation of 
interest to librarians. Ione Nelson of the Commission staff described how 
the Commission works within an area to help develop a county library 
system. 


COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARIANS SECTION HOLDS WORKSHOP 


Thirty-five college and university librarians, representing sixteen Wis- 
consin institutions, met at Beloit College on April 16 for the first experi- 
mental workshop to be held by this new division of WLA. 

H. Vail Deale, Director of the Beloit College Libraries, was host and 
chairman of the Steering Committee, which planned the workshop. 
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Acting as chairman of the discussion periods was Donald A. Woods, 
librarian of Wisconsin State College in Milwaukee. “Good library public 
relations is simply good library service—publicly appreciated.” 
Following luncheon, a tour of the campus and the libraries was made. 
The afternoon session continued the discussion of the morning. 
The Steering Committee believes the pilot workshop was a success and 
hopes to make it an annual spring event. 


RADIO AND TV COMMITTEE 


The second meeting of this active committee was held March 14 in 
Milwaukee when Norma Rathbun, Chief of the Children’s Service of the 
Milwaukee Public Library, spoke on TV programs for children and Ruth 
Goren, Chief of Publications and Exhibits of the Milwaukee Library, dis- 
cussed the public relations of getting and keeping air time. The com- 
mittee toured the closed circuit television station at the Milwaukee Voca- 
tional School and made plans to produce a kinescope on techniques of 
TV appearance for librarians. The TV and Radio Committee, under the 
able leadership of Bruce Kanitz, is working on plans for the TV workshop 
to be held during the 1955 convention. 


COMMITTEE ON AWARDS AND HONORS 


One more effort will be made to grant the Clarence B. Lester Memo- 
rial Award this year. The application form has been simplified and will 
soon be mailed out to libraries eligible to apply. This year, libraries 
serving a population of 20,000, with a budget of over $20,000, and smaller 
libraries with a budget of that size may apply for the award. 

The committee is considering an alternative plan to suggest to the . 
board and to the Association should the Lester Award again fail to be 
awarded. No decision has been made, but one plan under consideration 
involved a citation of merit to a “Librarian of the Year.” 

Letters requesting submission of names for the two trustee citations 
will be mailed soon by Leila Janes, chairman of the committee. 


RANDOM NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 


Meeting in Milwaukee on April 22, the board approved guest tickets 
for events at the convention. Guest tickets to programs without meals 
will be 50 cents. The banquet ticket will be increased by 50 cents for 
guests who are not registered for the convention. The board decided to 
send a nonlibrarian representative to the hearing in Washington on 
Senate Bill 205. It approved a WLA booth at the State Fair. It decided 
to run Helen Jansky’s recruitment article, “Librarianship Challenges 
You,” as an ad in some of the State’s college newspapers. 
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One Trustee to Another 


Reporter: MRS FRED DYKEMAN, Chairman, WLTA 
COMING—A REPORT ON THE SPRING CONFERENCE 


In the next issue of the Bulletin, we will include a complete report on 
the spring conference of the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association. In 
the words of our president, Mrs. Klein, “This is your Association. It needs 
you as a participating member in order that it may grow strong and be 
influential in the interests of libraries and their services throughout the 
State.” Let us all continue to support our organization so that we may 
have more and better libraries! 


DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS? 


There will be a representative of the Wisconsin Library Trustees 
Association at each of the district meetings of the Wisconsin Library 
Association. This will be a good opportunity to find out what trustees in 
Wisconsin and throughout the country are doing. 


BOARD TALK 
From Lake Mills Reporter: Durward McVey, Trustee 


As a means of bringing about a closer relationship between the public 
schools and the public library, the Board of Trustees and the staff of the 
L. D. Fargo Public Library were hosts to the teachers of the public 
schools at a reception and tea at the library, previous to the opening of 
the schools in September. Robert P. Ferry, president of the board, wel- 
comed the guests. The librarian spoke of the history of the library and 
its management and urged the teachers to avail themselves of all library 
services. Following a library tour, tea was served to the guests. 

During the school year, with the co-operation of the superintendent, 
the teachers have brought classrooms of children to the library for 
planned visits. The general purpose of these visits is to help students 
orient themselves in the library. The location of books and equipment is 
pointed out and inspected. The rules of the library are made clear. The 
classification of books and their arrangement on the shelves is explained. 
The plan of the library catalog and how it is used to locate book infor- 
mation is made plain. The different kinds of information to be found in 
dictionaries, encyclopedias, other reference books, and periodicals are 
brought to their attention. Finally, each student is given a card contain- 
ing the title of a book, the name of an author, and the subject of a book 
in the library. Each student locates the books on the shelves, and their 
work is verified by the librarian. The pupils are permitted to browse in 
the library a bit and select a book for recreational reading. 
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When the school year is over, the child knows that the public library 
is there to welcome him. The summer program includes reading clubs, 
whose appeal lies in the fact that there is no pressure placed on the child 
to belong, nor is there too much guidance by adults but rather an 
emphasis on letting the children develop their own program. 


Film programs, book-discussion groups, radio-listening groups, and 
programs of recorded music for children and teen-agers are possibilities 
that we hope to develop in the near future. 


From Thiensville Reporter: Mrs. Charles Randolph 


A gift of over 600 volumes by a resident, who long saw a need, was 
the nucleus of the Mequon-Thiensville Library. With this generous gift 
as an inspiration, a group of women set to work to start the wheels in 
motion to organize a free library. 


Usually such an undertaking takes a considerable time, but this was 
accomplished in a comparatively short time. The Mequon-Thiensville 
Library Association was formed. The Mequon Town Board and the 
Village Board of Thiensville, after an appeal from the Library Associa- 
tion, appropriated $1,080 for rent and some of the utilities. The rest was 
up to the library group. 


As soon as word was spread by phone and personal contact that a 
library was being established, donations of books and money started 
coming in. The Volunteer Committee was set up, which did the calling 
to solicit volunteer help in typing file cards and personnel to do cata- 
loging. 

Local organizations came to the aid of the project. The Mequon— 
Thiensville Lions Club provided the shelving at a cost of about $300. 
The Parent-Teacher Association of the Mequon-Thiensville School Dis- 
trict donated $100; the Rotary Club gave its help; two School Board 
members gave most of the salaries; and attorneys gave free counsel. This 
is by no means the extent of the help which the library has had but does 
show how, in the beginning, it was possible to get started. 


With about 3,000 books on the shelves, the library opened on June 27, 
1953, after a few months’ preparatory work. With no full-time but plenty 
of volunteer help (including the members taking turns scrubbing floors 
and doing the janitor work), the library has functioned easily. The library 
is open three afternoons and three evenings a week, with a children’s 
story hour scheduled for Saturday morning. 


DUES 


Now payable to Mrs. Carl Steiger, Treasurer, WLTA, 870 Algoma Blvd., 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin! 
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Children’s Section of the Wisconsin Library Association 


The morning section of the spring meeting was opened by Mary 
Malnar, chairman, in the Children’s Room of the Wausau Public Library. 
Mayor Arthur C, Smith extended a welcome to the visiting librarians. 


Mrs. Charlemae Rollins, children’s librarian at the Hall Library, Chi- 
cago, spoke on “The Challenge to the Children’s Librarian in Today’s 
World.” She emphasized that the children’s librarian should take the 
“full view” of her work with young people. To illustrate what she meant, 


she quoted Van Loon’s words on the Tower of Experience in his fore- 
word to The Story of Mankind: 


“<< 


It is no easy task to reach the top of this ancient structure and get 
the benefit of the full view. There is no elevator, but young feet are 
strong and it can be done. 


<eé«< 


Here I give you the key that will open the door. 


<¢ 


When you return, you too will understand the reason for my 
enthusiasm.” 


“Remember,” she added, “that you may be helping a future world 
leader.” 


Mrs. Rollins also emphasized responsibilities, aside from work with 
the individual child. Children’s librarians should accept offices and par- 
ticipate in organizations like ALA, and work in co-operation with the 
librarians of other states, with school librarians, and with other youth 
leaders. 

A panel discussion on “Science Books for Children” followed. John 
Vodacek, seventh grade teacher, Wausau Public Schools, presented the 
teacher’s viewpoint toward the kind of science books to be included in 
public-library collections. Librarians should know the basic texts used 
in the schools in their drawing area, he stated, and keep these in mind 
when ordering supplementary science books. 

Patricia Ewen, children’s librarian at the Finney Neighborhood 
Library in Milwaukee, discussed various books she has found excep- 
tionally good in the fields of anthropology and archeology. Ann Terry 
White’s Lost Worlds, she stated, is an excellent and dramatic introduc- 
tion of archeology. She also mentioned Janette Lucas’ Man’s First Mil- 
lion Years as a book well worth keeping in spite of the out-of-date chap- 
ter on the Piltdown man. It still represents an important period or phase 
of scientific thought, and, as long as the child who is seriously interested 
is informed that the book does not represent the very latest theory, is 
still of value. 

Janet Eggum, children’s librarian, South Side Neighborhood Library, 
Milwaukee, mentioned the “awarenesss” books for very young children. 
The newer concept of.science tends to focus more and more on how to 
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understand the world around us. A book like Virginia Burton’s The 
Little House, with its changing seasons, or Ruth Krauss’ The Growing 
Story, help even the “preschooler” to become more observant and sensi- 
tive toward nature. Also, if the librarian is interested in a particular 
phase of science, she can transmit her enthusiasm to the child. 

A panel on recruitment moderated by Elizabeth Murr, at St. Paul’s 
Guild Hall, followed the luncheon. The Milwaukee film on “Children’s 
Services” was shown, and the group was asked about the value of show- 
ing it around the State as a part of recruiting programs. Several librarians 
said they would like to borrow the film. 

“In speaking of recruiting, we do not need to talk of the need for,” 
stated Miss Burr. “We have a personal responsibility—every one of us 
must be a walking ambassador of librarianship.” 

Mary Meinberg, ALA chairman of the Recruiting Committee in Wis- 
consin, said that the goal was to set up the recruiting plan locally so that 
the high school or college student interested in library work would be 
given ample opportunity to see and to hear about this field of service. 

Helen Wahowski, librarian, Wisconsin State College, Oshkosh, dis- 
cussed the program carried out there. While the faculty has gone out on 
Career Day in other years, this past year they have gone out to the 
schools at any time it seemed desirable. Cards are distributed to inter- 
ested students, and personal letters are then sent to these prospective 
librarians. 

A short business meeting followed. Officers elected for the next year 
are Mrs. Hilda Voss, West Allis, chairman; Louise Yule, Eau Claire, 
vice chairman; and Janet Eggum, Milwaukee, secretary-treasurer. 

Reported by JANET Eccum, Secretary-Treasurer 


One Librarian to Another 


ON REMODELING A LIBRARY BUILDING 
[Edith Rechcygl, librarian at the Free Public Library, Appleton, writes about a 


recent experience. ] 

Dreams of grandeur. 

Dreams of space. 

Dreams of a place for everything and everything in its place. 

First a survey: potential library borrowers; the perfect library service; 
adequate personnel; the building supporting the present and the future. 

Board meetings; committee meetings; council meetings; communica- 
tions; State Industrial Commission reports; consultations with architects, 
the Library Commission, ALA. Long hours with and without plans. Life 
narrowed to definite measurements. 
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MERITS RE ROSIE 


School; books in school basements; books in the Courthouse; books in our 
attic with no stairs; books in stacks wrapped like enormous packages; 
books under piles of plaster, soot, shavings, rubble. 

Librarians in smocks, sweaters, coats, dusters, gloves, head scarves. 

Workmen pounding, shoveling, sawing, heaving, welding, littering up 
everything. Plans, blueprints, alternates, sketches, change orders. 
Ceramic-tile men, acoustical-materials men, plumbers, carpenters, elec- 
tricians, cement drillers, bricklayers, ventilation men. Ladders, ropes, 
pulleys, hoists, boxes, crates, carts, lathes, blowtorches. 

No shelves. Shelves cut ten inches short. “Don’t you worry, Miss R; 
it’s going to be wonderful when it’s done.” When—? 

Strike in the building-stone business; strike in the plumbing-fixture 
business; shortages in ceramic tile, in acoustical tile. 

Loads of brick, stone, steel beams, sacks of plaster, lead pipes, copper 
pipes, coils of wire, marble, terrazzo, lime, electric-light fixture boxes 
from floor to ceiling. 

“Is this the storeroom or the children’s room?” 

“Why is the library closed?” “Read the papers?” “Ever read signs?” 
“Listen to the radio?” “Yes, the Vocational School.” “Yes, back in the 
building; yes, the basement.” 

Move the piles of magazines away from walls! Put nothing in the 
middle of the floor! Put five desks, four stacks, 50 boxes of books, janitors’ 
equipment in one room and carry on with the cataloging, mending, 
processing, office routine—all in that one small room! 

“What are you doing, now that the library is closed?” 

We are white and speechless. 

Ten months later: It is going to be handsome. We are still alive. 


WEST ALLIS PUBLIC LIBRARY USES TELAVENTURE KINESCOPES 
[Hilda Voss writes about film discussion groups.] 


The Children’s Department has just concluded a series of book dis- 
cussion meetings. Nothing of this kind had been attempted for several 
years. So it was, for our library, an experiment. 

Now the results are in, and we feel the time used in planning and 
promotion was justified. 

Kinescopes of programs used in the Telaventure series, which orig- 
inated in Seattle, weer used. These are available free from the publisher 
of the author whose books are used, and, by research and correspond- 
ence, five were obtained. To concentrate interest, these were shown as 
a series on five successive Saturdays. Sinc the authors available ranged 


34 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


The reality: books in elementary school libraries; books in Vocational 










































all tote feet fee 


cr. 





— Ss 


; 
1 

















in age interest from third grade through eighth, there was an oppor- 
tunity for all these ages to find a meeting to attend. Several children 
came to more than one, and one faithful boy to all five. 

Several weeks before the series started, two schools in the community 
were alerted, and teachers did preliminary work by encouraging the 
reading of books by the authors and selecting students to serve on the 
panel to lead discussion following the film showing. 


Publicity about the series was mailed in advance to all the schools, 
P.T.A. and Home and School Society presidents, and published in the 
local paper. Also, each week of the series, notice was published about 
the author for that week and the names of those on the panel. 

In most cases, the films could be kept longer than the time needed 
by the library, and the two co-operating schools and some others bor- 
rowed them for use directly in the school after the library meeting. 

Some of the students took it as a great honor to be chosen for the 
panel, and all did a fine job when chosen. There was excellent audience 
participation, and, though the crowds were not large, they were exceed- 
ingly interested and vocal. So we knew they understood what to expect 
when they came. 

The largest attendance was thirty-five, plus the panel of six, and 
the smallest was ten. Results will still be felt for the books of the authors 
on early programs are still in heavy demand and will continue to be, 
we know. 

Though the total attendance for our meetings was only one hundred 
and fourteen, we do not feel that any of the work was wasted. Those 
who came showed that they had a new interest in books and reading 
from this experience, and some very average readers became eager with 
this added stimulation. Then, too, the audiences in the school showings 
started their own discussions and created another basis for school-library 
co-operation. 

The only expense to the library was for one-way transportation of 
the films and the time of the children’s librarian in correspondence, pro- 
motion, and meetings. At three of the meetings, branch librarians came 
to assist, increased the interest of the discussion, and were a big help 
to the children’s librarian. 

This is a list of the authors used and the publishers who furnished 
the films: Clyde Robert Bulla and Glenn Balch, Thomas Y. Crowell Co.; 
Laura Ingalls Wilder, Harper & Brothers; Beverly Cleary, William 
Morrow and Co.; James Kjelgaard, Holiday House. 
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